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A few months into the school year and 
students are actively participating in a 
highly collaborative education as full-
fledged members of the Pearson College 
community. Students from across the 
globe are learning to understand and 
celebrate their differences. They are 
discovering the common threads that 
weave a rich, intercultural tapestry that 
embodies Pearson College and the entire 
UWC movement. 

With a goal to provide students from 
as many countries as possible the 
opportunity to apply, the College 
identified new countries to which the 

paths could lead. Suriname and Guyana 
were soon identified as two of the few 
remaining Latin American countries 
the College had yet to engage. When 
former Pearson College teacher Suzanne 
Tremblay volunteered her time to travel, 
recruit and select students from the 
region, the venture took flight.

Gerold, who hails from Paramaribo, 
Suriname was chosen for his outstanding 
academic record, community service, 
sports achievements and musical talent 
(drums) as well as his demonstrated 
kindness and generosity for his fellow 
human beings. 

FIRST STUDENTS EVER
from Suriname, Guyana and Armenia

continues on page 2

“WISHING YOU AND YOURS A HAPPY NEW YEAR.”
FROM ALL OF US AT PEARSON COLLEGE UWC.

The importance of a
forgiving heart
– Project Week highlights

One week per term, students head off 
campus to pursue non-academic projects 
of their own design. A core component 
of the CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) 
program, Project Week enables students 
to pursue the College mission outside 
the classroom and under their own 
recognizance.

For many students, these are the most 
profound weeks during their time at 
the College. This fall, projects included 
volunteering for the Comox Valley 
Therapeutic Riding Society, bicycling 
around Salt Spring Island, hand-building 
a kayak and organizing a fundraising and 
education event for the Didi Society 
– a society that works with students on 
social justice, and issues affecting women 
globally.

continues on page 5
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“We’re really excited to have these 
students from Pearson College support 
us in our efforts to make a positive 
change, They have a unique perspective 

that will be refreshing for Didi.”
Julia Norman, Executive Director Didi Society



He was among 15 Surinamese students 
interviewed in march of this year. 

 “When I learned about 
the Pearson College music 
program at the recruitment 
session, my eyes lit up,” Gerold 

“That was the hook – music has always 
been part of me and I knew that this was 
an opportunity to meet other musical 
students from around the world.” He 
says that the experience so far has been, 
“better than I ever imagined. everyone 
here is so open and warm. If you keep an 
open mind and are available to learn, 
you’ll be fine. The hardest part is being 
away from my little brother.” Learning 
new skills like outrigger canoeing and 
Ukranian Dance is a bonus and he looks 
forward to sharing his experiences and 
building the reputation of the UWC 
movement when back home in Suriname. 

Glinton, who comes from the east Coast 
Demerara, was selected amongst 15 
Guyanese students for his outstanding 
academic performance and determination. 
His interests lie in the sciences with a goal 
to study medicine. He is a track record 
holder and dedicated community citizen.

“A close family member and church 
sister first told my mother about Pearson 
College and the available scholarship,” 
says Glinton. “I felt very excited and 
totally overwhelmed. I was anxious to 
learn about all the new cultures and 
different perceptions of the world. He 
adds that his parents were even more 
excited than he was. “However, I could 
sense a bit of nervousness as the time 
for me to leave for Pearson drew nearer.” 
“my community was totally surprised 
and so happy. It was difficult for me to 
walk to school because people would 
keep stopping me to ask questions 
and congratulate me. They were truly 
astonished.” 

“my experience after just four months, 
to say the least, has been life changing. 
Academically, I am so much more of 
a thinker, a writer and overall a better 
student,” he says. “being a part of the 
Pearson experience has made me more 

aware and conscious and has given me the 
courage to pursue change.” “There is an 
explosion of new ideas and perceptions,” 
he adds. “It will be important to hold it all 
together, make wise decisions and keep 
my own values and goals.” 

“The level of kindness and love and 
consideration shown here is not what 
usually happens in Guyana,” Glinton says, 
adding that at first, he did not know what 
it meant to be the first student from his 
country. “my perception has shifted now 
that I understand. I feel very honored.”

Recruiting the first students from 
Suriname and Guyana was reminiscent 
of the College’s early recruitment 
processes. “We had people on the ground 
to reach out and influence students 
and encourage them to apply,” shares 
Heather Gross, Director of Admissions.  
Today, UWC depends on the dedication 
and expertise of a network of volunteers 
to find and select many of its students. 
These volunteer groups, called national 
committees, operate in over 140 countries 
worldwide. Such was the journey of Hayk, 
the College’s first student from Armenia. 
“Under the leadership of the Armenian 
Selection Committee Coordinator and 
staff member at UWC of the Adriatic, 
Simone Sgarbossa, two other UWC’s 
had already welcomed students from 
Armenia,” shares Heather. “The College is 
delighted to join our sister schools. Hayk 
is a tremendous addition to the Pearson 
community.”

“my family lives in Gyumri, the second 
largest city in Armenia but I have spent 
the past five years in the capital of 
yerevan going to school and living with 
my grandmother,” shares Hayk. “I am 
familiar with living away from my family, 
but Pearson College is much further than 
the 120km distance that we are used to. 
They encouraged me to come because 
they want me to succeed.” He found out 
that he had been accepted, he shares:

“At first I was happy, then I felt 
responsible – I want to represent 
my country as well as I can. And 
that is good, because I love my 
country.”  Hayk

Joining efforts to improve the mental 
health system in Armenia, Hayk is 
interested in becoming a psychiatrist but 
he shares, “It’s not a typical profession in 
Armenia. People talk to one another – to 
friends and family.” UWC International 
is in the midst of seeking official 
recognition by the Armenian ministry of 
education and Science to negotiate Hayk’s 
mandatory military service until after he 
has completed his education. 

This means that a Turkish (Fatih) and an 
Armenian student are now living and 
learning together on campus. 

Having two students 
representing areas of conflict 
fulfills Lester b. Pearson’s 
desire to “throw aside 
the curtains” and learn to 
communicate with one 
another. 

His famous words spoken during his 
nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech 
characterize this aspiration, “How 
can there be peace without people 
understanding each other, and how can 
this be if they don’t know each other?” 

The mission to offer a UWC education 
is a collective one and requires the 
dedication and commitment of many. 
Heartfelt gratitude is extended to Suzanne 
Tremblay, the ministries of education 
in Suriname, Guyana and Armenia, the 
Armenian Selection Committee, the 
Honorable David Devine, Canadian High 
Commissioner to Guyana, Ambassador to 
Suriname and Canadian Representative to 
CARICOm (an economic organization of 
15 Caribbean nations), his staff, parents, 
donors and host families. These students 
would not be here without this group of 
dedicated partners. 

“Being a part of the Pearson 
experience has made me more 
aware and conscious and 
has given me the courage to 
pursue change.” Glinton

continued from page 1



enCOURAGe STUDenTS TO APPLy! APPLICATIOn OnLIne FOR 2013-2015

The application is online until February 15, 2013 for Canadians. you are invited to encourage students of exceptional
promise and potential to apply for a transformational end experiential learning experience.

non-Canadians apply through their national Committee www.uwc.org

Learn more: www.pearsoncollege.ca      engage: www.facebook.com/PearsonAdmissions

Jack matthew’s Challenge Day, named 
in honour of the founding director 
of Pearson College, is a longstanding 
campus tradition. This past September, 
students were encouraged to design their 
challenges in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the UWC movement. With 
Galen (US) at the lead, Lily (Ontario), 
Andreas (netherlands), mark (nova 
Scotia), Karam (Palestine), Lawson 
(Alberta) and Petter (norway) set to work 
stomping clay, sand and straw into adobe. 

This team had ambitious plans – and 
clearly wasn’t afraid to get their feet dirty. 
In Galen’s home state of new mexico, 
clay has for centuries provided the 
elements of life and is easily sourced. “you 
just need to go out and start digging it 
up,” shares Galen, a second-year student. 
“my friend zak and I built two ovens this 
past summer and I was excited to share 
my newfound skills. I had already been 
thinking about building an oven at the 
College and Jack matthew’s Challenge Day 
provided the perfect opportunity.”  
Galen’s creative ventures are naturally 
inspired and supported back home in 
Santa Fe – his mother is a potter. When 

he shared his idea with Pearson College 
Director of Operations, Chris blondeau, he 
discovered a kindred-spirit right here on 
Vancouver Island. A wood-fired oven was 
already identified in the campus renewal 
plan. “The fact that the oven is student-
built is a great legacy and symbolizes the 
ethos of the College,” shares Chris.  “All I 
requested to help move the idea forward 
was a design and materials list.” The 
budget for the project was $400 – and in 
the end, there was money to spare.

Galen admits that one of his biggest 
hurdles was to build the oven with 
limited masonry skills and ensure that 
it was structurally sound. A self-taught 
builder, he was grateful to work under the 
guidance of staff member, Josh morgan 
who helped facilitate the build. For 
anyone looking to build an adobe oven at 
home, Galen highly recommends ‘build 
your Own earth Oven’, by Kiko Denzer 
as a must read. “When working with a 
team, patience and observation is really 
important in a project like this,” he shares. 
“everyone was awesome and about 100 
person hours later, we completed the 
challenge.” 

While the oven is being deemed a huge 
success, equally as inspiring is its ripple 
effect.  A number of students have since 
become “master bread bakers”. 

During Project Week in October, a group 
apprenticed at the Royal bay bakery in 
Colwood and Fry’s bakery in Victoria. 
Weekly baking sessions now supply loaves 
of healthy, local bread and fresh-from-
the-oven naan was dipped into piles of 
homemade hummus during november’s 
Afro-Caribbean Regional Day.

There was a glint in Galen’s eye when 
asked about what’s next, but for now he 
and his team have certainly proven that if 
you build it, they will indeed bake.

JACK mATTHeW’S CHALLenGe DAy SPAWnS neW CAmPUS ReSIDenT
A warm welcome to the newest addition to the community – a student-inspired 

and team built adobe wood-fired oven. 

“It is a thrill to see students carrying 
out these personal challenges. It is not 
just thrilling, it’s inspiring.” 

Pearson College President & Director, 
David Hawley. On September 19th, 
David completed his own challenge, 
a 10,000km bicycle journey in 
celebration of UWC’s 50th anniversary.



Oikos, the Pearson College Sustainability 
Charter, was developed between 2006 
and 2008 under the leadership of 
two alumni, Alex Fletcher and Virginie 
Lavallée-Picard, as a guide to holding the 
College accountable in fulfilling UWC’s 
commitment to sustainability.

Oikos is the Greek etymological root 
of both words ‘economics’ (oikonomia) 
and ‘ecology’ (oikologia).  ‘Oikos’ means 
the ‘household’, ‘home’, or ‘family’ 
and in ancient Greece referred to and 
encompassed the land and labor that 
provided all the basic essentials for a 
healthy family.

In the Pearson context, ‘oikos’ can be 
taken literally to represent the houses on 
campus or the campus as a whole family 
but by definition it also encompasses the 
allocation of the inputs (energy, employees, 
finance, students, nutrients, air, water, etc.) 
and the production of outputs (nutrients, 
greenhouse gas emissions, waste, alumni, 
etc.) involved in providing and maintaining 
the systems that keep everyone alive, 
happy, warm, and well. 

PeARSOn’S SUSTAInAbILITy CHARTeR bROUGHT TO LIFe

The College has just given birth to the Oikos sustainability blog 
and you are invited to explore and watch it grow. The blog is a 
tool to share and gather information on working towards a more 
sustainable campus. 

www.pearsonoikos.wordpress.com

TRAInInG PAyS OFF
– a run for the money in the TC10K:

Congratulations to the 91 students and 21 faculty/staff from 
52 countries, who were recently awarded $1,000 for the 
fastest team and $1,000 for the biggest team in the TC10K 
this past spring. Race Director, Jacqui Sanderson presented the 
$2,000 cheque during the last Village meeting accompanied 
by rounds of applause and roaring cheers.

“Like” us on facebook www.facebook.com/PearsonUWC to view
and share a series of recruitment teasers.



Jon, a second year student (PC yR 38) 
from Denmark travelled to Gold River to 
stay with bill Williams of the mowachaht/
muchalaht First nation to document bill’s 
story – a powerful one of forgiveness. 
This past August, between PSyL (Pearson 
Seminar on youth Leadership) and the 
start of the Pearson College school year, 
Jon headed up island to camp and hike in 
Strathcona Provincial Park. This journey 
had more in store for Jon than he planned. 
It was where he and bill serendipitously 
crossed paths. 

“I was walking along Highway 21 with my 
35kg backpack thinking about how long 
the last paved stretch to the Park was. 
I was eager to get into the mountains.” 
moments later, bill pulled over to offer 
Jon a ride. The two started chatting and 
a connection was soon made. Upon 
dropping Jon off, bill kindly offered to 
return in ten days and drive him back 
to the College. “For free, he didn’t even 
charge me,” Jon reflects. “Ten days later 
he was there, waiting for me. It was on 
that trip that he told me his whole life 
story.” 

bill, who works as a driver, was born deaf 
with club feet. medical care restored 
much of his hearing, but his struggles 
were soon replaced with others. He 
avoided residential schools due to his 
physical condition, but all of his siblings 
were forced into the system. One brother 
committed suicide as a result, his other 
brother suffered permanent physical 
damage and his wife, Sylvia lived through 
significant harms through her years in 
a residential school. Instead, bill was 
fostered out to an abusive family and 
endured a childhood of rampant physical 
beatings. bill turned to alcohol to bury 
his pain. It was only once he truly forgave 
these horrific acts that he was able to 
release himself from his addictions. 
“I want to tell bill’s story of forgiveness 
because it is a belief that we share,” says 
Jon. “I want people to understand why it 
is so important.” Grabbing nearby items 
and piling them on his hand one-by-one 
Jon shares bill’s demonstration. A book 
symbolizes rape; a phone represents the 
beatings and a pen the separation from 
his family. “One must release that weight. 
Simply let go and start healing from the 

negative experiences that continue to 
affect you,” says Jon. Forgiveness has 
allowed bill to move away from the pains 
of the past and reclaim his freedom.

During the residential school era (1870-
1996) more than 150,000 First nations, 
métis, and Inuit children were placed in 
these schools often against their parents’ 
wishes. many were forbidden to speak 
their language and practice their own 
culture. While there is an estimated 
80,000 former students living today, the 
ongoing impact of residential schools has 
been felt throughout generations and 
has contributed to social problems that 
continue to exist. 

Jon shares that one of the challenges of 
making this documentary is choosing 
what to leave on the cutting room floor. 
“When people share intimate details 
of their lives with you, it makes it very 
difficult to edit pieces out,” he shares. 

The 30-minute documentary will be ready 
in the new year and Jon is eager to share 
it with the Pearson community. “I will be 
submitting the project to film festivals 
and am curious to see where it goes.”

continued from page 1

Rutendo, second-year 
student wins Golden 
baobab Award

This African literary award inspires the 
creation of African stories that children 
and young adults the world over will 
love. Deborah Ahenkorah, Co-founder and 
executive Director of the prize shares, 
“I started dreaming about this prize as 
a college student when through various 
experiences, the tremendous lack of 
good quality African children’s literature 
dawned on me. A continent so large 
and richly diverse has tons of wonderful 
stories to share with young people 
everywhere: where were these stories?” 
This was the beginning of The Golden 
baobab Prize.

“I feel greatly honoured to win this 
award. I am hoping that it will become a 
stepping stone for me to continue sharing 
stories,” Rutendo says, adding that she 
believes that stories are what bring people 
together; they are what unite dreams and 
reality. “I am both humbled and honoured 
and hope that this will not be the end 
but the beginning of my exploration of 
other genres of literature. I also hope 
more African authors will begin writing 
their stories, telling of the world as they 
see it. Whether or not you get a big break, 
the important thing is that someone 
out there will read your story and will 
remember your words.”
www.rutendochabikwa.wordpress.com

Second-year student, 
Rutendo from zimbabwe, 
was recently awarded 
the 2012 Golden baobab 
Prize in the Rising Writer 
category. 



Regional Days are special days 
throughout the Pearson College year 
that celebrate the cultures of the 
students. Three regions are celebrated 
each year – six over the course of the 
two-year program.  

ReGIOnAL DAyS

not only days of fascinating learning, 
they have become days to explore, 
savour and celebrate differences. This 
fall, the College welcomed the Victoria 
community to european Regional Day, 
Latin America Regional Day and Afro-
Caribbean Regional Day.

Latin america regionaL Day

european regionaL Day

afro-caribbean regionaL Day

eva Campbell is a 2012 Aesop Accolades recipient for 
her wonderful and lively illustrations in The matatu, 
a book authored by eric Walters. The Aesop Prize and 
Aesop Accolades are conferred annually by the Children’s 
Folklore Section of the American Folklore Society and 
were recently announced at their AGm. 

“The Aesop Accolade is 
significant to me because it acknowledges that the 
story and the pictures together portray the beautiful 
culture of the people represented in the book,” 
shares eva.

The matatu journeys through contemporary Kenya, 
guided by a wise Grandfather who recounts in picture 
book form a sometimes humorous, sometimes 
contemplative tale to his five-year-old grandson, 
Kioko. As readers climb aboard this wonderful, 
traditional public bus-like vehicle called The matatu 
they experience a rich story. 

facuLty member receiVeS aeSop’S 
accoLaDeS

Global Citizenship Summit 
– January 22, 2013

What does global 
citizenship mean to 
you? This full-day 
summit, planned 
and organized 
by students, 
will explore 
perspectives on 
global citizenship 
through guest 
speakers, 
workshops and 
student led 
presentations. The 
wider community is 

invited and the cost 
is $15/person with snacks and lunch hosted by 
the Pearson dining hall. Seating is limited so 
please call early.

For more information on how to register for 
the Global Citizenship Summit:
events@pearsoncollege.ca

photo credits: Michael Watson, Jim Freer, 
Eva Campbell and Samuel Perez de Leon



ALUmnI HIGHLIGHTS

A call-out to all UWC Pearson College 
alumni! Please share your stories, 
successes, thoughts, observations, 
initiatives and events so that the College 
can share them with the community.

CRaIG SCoTT | PC YR 6
member of Canadian Parliament on 
campus in november speaking with 
students about his work in government 
and human rights

DaVID NEWLaND  | PC YR 13
Writes for maclean’s magazine about 
recent climate data suggesting it may be 
time for a new national nickname: The 
Great brown north? 

STEPhEN DoUGhTY  | PC YR 23
elected mP in Wales in november by-
election

NYko MaCa   | PC YR 24
Dubbed as the premier brazilian fusion 
artist in the Philippines

MohaMED YoUSSEF  | PC YR 32
A representative of the Office of Public 
Counsel for the Defence of Saif al-Islam 
Gaddafi, son of toppled long-time dictator 
muammar Gaddafi

RaMY aDEEb   |  PC YR 21
Founder and Chief executive of Snip.it, 
a website that lets users collect or ‘snip’ 
articles, videos and images on the Web

Leo burnett Australia, an agency led 
by CeO ToDD SaMPSoN   | PC YR 14 
wins the Cannes Gold Lion for ‘Creative 
effectiveness’

RaIED haj YahYa   |  PC YR 37 
Dedicated one of his radio programs to 
promote the UWC movement 

Get the full stories in the Current news 
section of www.pearsoncollege.ca

20th reunion for pc yr 18 & 19 ScheDuLeD auguSt 15-19, 2013 – SaVe the Date!
Graduates are invited back to campus to share stories, engage in college planning, 
reminisce, laugh and above all – have fun. Reunions are an exciting time for the whole community 
and there are a many ways to make this a joyful one. Join the ‘Pearson College year 18 & 19 20th Reunion’ 
facebook page and start re-connecting. 

Don Ross, longtime supporter of Pearson College has been involved 
in vital philanthropic efforts since the College’s early days. Don was a 
close friend of the late Jack matthews, Founding Director of Pearson 
College. 

In the initial days of the college, Don remembers Jack encouraging people to do-
nate “in accordance with their means”. He responded and his donation was among 
the first that the College received. For years the Ross family has enjoyed watching 
the College grow and transform young lives. 

This year, they stepped forward with yet another philanthropic gift, a 32-foot Aloha 
sailboat named Jack matthews, after the visionary educational leader who touched 
the lives of so many. “I think this is a fitting way to commemorate the Founding 
Director, perpetuate his love of sailing and help young people learn new skills,” says 
Don.

The boat provides expeditionary learning and leadership opportunities through 
Project Week expeditions, overnight weekend trips, Advisee outings and weekly sail 
training. “The Jack matthews provides the ultimate stepping stone in the develop-
ment and training progression of our student sailors,” says Chris blondeau, Director 
of Operations. “Students start their training on small sailing dinghies and progress 
to larger vessels, culminating with the Jack matthews.”    

DON ROSS BOAT DONATION
ENHANCES LEARNING

“An eminent man challenged me to explain what sailing in a 
schooner could do for international education. In reply, I said 
if an Arab and some Jews were to go out sailing, and if they 
were to become thoroughly seasick together, I would have done 
something for international education.” Kurt Hahn (1886-1974) 



boaRD oF TRUSTEES
mr. Shamir Alibhai

mr. Chuck burkett, 
Treasurer, Chair of the Finance and
Audit Committee.

mr. Ian Chisolm
UWC-USA 1991

The Right Honourable Joe Clark 
PC, CC, AOE

mr. michael Dingle
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mr. Peter Dunn
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OC
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Vice- Chair and Chair of the Governance
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Chair of the Board
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mr. Jim Hayhurst
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Chair of the Academic and 
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mr. Stephen Kakfwi

mr. William Kaplan

mr. Karim mahmud

ms. Alison macKenzie-Armes  | PC yR 5

ms. Pamela mcDonald

ms. Julie Payette
OC, QC | UWC-AC 1982

mr. michael Pearson

mr. Stuart Reid

ms. Lisa Ryan
Honourary Secretary and
Chair of the Personnel Committee
of the Board

mr. Thomas n. T. Sutton  | PC yR 13

HOnOURARy CHAIRS:
The Honourable John L. nichol, CC
mr. W. Galen Weston, OC, O.OnT
mr. James A. Coutts, Cm
ms. Diana D. maughan

Dr. David b. Hawley
College President & Director

ms. Laura Walsh
Vice President, Philanthropy
& Engagement
250.391.2484

advancement@pearsoncollege.ca
www.pearsoncollege.ca

A message of gratitude from the

 ChaIR oF ThE boaRD oF TRUSTEES 

The tremendous response to the 
matching challenge issued by an 
anonymous donor early in 2012 
resulted in an amazing $1,490,088 
million raised through the match!

We’re also thrilled to report that the US Foundation for Pearson College had 
its best performance ever. Pearson alumni played a central role in this effort. 
Of 627 US-based alumni, 162 (nearly 26%) donated to Pearson in Fy11/12, up 
from under 5% a few years ago. 

Along with other generous contributions, a total of $4,289,012 was raised in 
support of Pearson College’s mission for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2012. 
Thank you to our generous supporters.

-Dr. ranDaLL goSSen

Online Store
Introducing the Pearson College UWC online store! All proceeds will help fund student 
scholarships. www.cafepress.com/uwcpearsoncollege

Share your photos of our branded clothing in interesting and fun locations across the 
globe! They will be featured on the website and the Pearson UWC facebook page.


